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b 1855
So (two-thirds having voted in favor

thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to dis-

trict business, I was unable to be present at
several votes that occurred today. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on the jour-
nal vote, ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 754, ‘‘aye’’ on H.R.
2303 and ‘‘aye’’ on H. Con. Res. 194.
f

EXPRESSING SADNESS ON THE
DEATHS OF THE HONORABLE
JOHN H. CHAFEE, WALTER P.
KENNEDY AND PAYNE STEWART
(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, today is a
sad day for a great many people, not
the least of whom are our colleagues in
the other body for their loss of their
colleague, Senator JOHN CHAFEE, and I
would like to take a moment and just
express the sympathies of the House of
Representatives to our colleagues in
the other body and to Senator
CHAFEE’s family and his constituents
for that loss.

Today has become even more grim as
we hear of the fatal plane crash that
took the life of Payne Stewart, a man
who has earned the respect of millions
of Americans, and we share with Amer-
ica the grief of that loss.

But, Mr. Speaker, it has just come to
my attention that we too in our body
have suffered a loss yesterday of one of
our long-term Congressional employees
from the House of Representatives.

Many Members here will remember
Walter Kennedy, who was the retired
Republican Sergeant at Arms. Walter
Kennedy spent 44 years working here in
the House of Representatives. He
worked for Congressman Gordon Can-
field of New Jersey. He served under
Charles Haleck, Gerald Ford, John
Rhodes and Bob Michel.

Many of us will remember when we
first arrived in town, Walter Kennedy
was one of the sage advisers that
helped us in many ways along the way,
always a friendly voice, always an en-
couraging word, and always a man who
put this body, its traditions, its history
and its work above other things.

Mr. Speaker, at this time I would
just like to express to the family of
Walter Kennedy, and even to those of
us who served in this body with Walter
Kennedy, again, the expression of re-
gret from this body to you for our loss
of a fine colleague, a good friend, and a
dedicated servant to his country.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ARMEY. I yield to the gentleman
from California.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate the gentleman yield-
ing. Having the majority leader rise
and recognize the long service to this
House of Walter Kennedy is most ap-
preciated.

On both sides of the aisle we have
people who are working professionals

who are willing to give a hand and
meet challenges when crises occur, and
for years and years around here Walter
was one of those people giving advice
and counsel, especially to newer Mem-
bers as we came along. His passing this
weekend is a great sadness for his fam-
ily, I know, but also for all of us who
respect him for his work.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. ARMEY. I yield to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to
join our majority leader in expressing
our sympathy to the family of Walter
Kennedy. Walter was someone many of
us worked with over the years. We had
a great deal of affection for Walter and
particularly welcomed his sage advice
as we first started out in this body, and
from time to time he would offer a
helping hand whenever there was a
problem out on the battlefield.

We will long miss Walter Kennedy. I
thank the majority leader for bringing
this to our attention this evening.

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
RECORD I am including the obituary of
Walter Kennedy, as well as details on
and directions to his funeral.

RETIRED REPUBLICAN SERGEANT-AT-ARMS,
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Walter P. Kennedy, retired Republican Ser-
geant-at-Arms, U.S. House of Representa-
tives (1950–1993) and a 43 year resident of Be-
thesda, MD, died on Sunday, October 24, 1999
in the Coronary Intensive Care Unit of the
Washington Hospital Center. He was 78.

Born to Thomas Kennedy and Mary Stella
McElvogue on February 23, 1921, he was an
immigrant with them from Ireland in 1924.
He was raised in Paterson, New Jersey.

During World War II, he served in the
Army from February 1943 to November 1945.
In 1943, as his unit was preparing to deploy,
he became a naturalized citizen. He saw com-
bat in France, Germany and Austria as a
medic in the 63rd Engineer Battalion, 44th
Infantry Division.

After his discharge from the service, he
completed his studies at Seton Hall College,
in New Jersey and went on to receive a law
degree from Georgetown University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

He began a 44 year career in the U.S. Con-
gress in 1950 as the chief administrative as-
sistant for the Hon. Gordon Canfield of New
Jersey, retiring in 1993 as the Republican
Sergeant-at-Arms for the last couple of dec-
ades. In his position with Republican Leader-
ship, he served under Charles Haleck, Gerald
Ford, John Rhodes and Bob Michel.

Mr. Kennedy’s 44 years of Congressional
service is significant inasmuch as it rep-
resents more than 25% of all the years Con-
gress has been in existence.

Notably, on the day of his retirement, he
was honored by the House of Representatives
while it was in session with impromptu
speeches by many Members.

Subsequent to his retirement, he logged an
additional 6 years on Capital Hill with con-
sulting, political fundraising and public rela-
tions through The Kennedy Group Compa-
nies of Washington, D.C., for which he was
the Chairman and CEO.

Since the death of his father, he had been
the patriarch of a big and very close-knit
family. He is survived by his wife, Ana Luisa
Bou, to whom he was married for more than
53 years, 7 childen, Walter P. Kennedy, Jr.,
Ana L. Kennedy, Thomas F. Kennedy, Dennis
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